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 235.1.  PROTECTION OF STUDENT RIGHTS IN TESTING 

 
1. Authority 
 

In all programs regulated and funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
(U.S.DOE), and, in turn, administered by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education, it is the policy of the Southern Columbia Area School District to procure 
prior consent before initiating psychological or psychiatric examinations, testing or 
treatment conducted as a part of any covered program that is not directly related to 
academic instructions and that is designed to elicit information about attitudes, 
habits, traits, opinions, beliefs or feelings. Where the primary purpose of the testing, 
examination or treatment is to reveal one or more of the following factors: 
 

 1. Political affiliations. 
 

 2. Mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or 
his/her family. 

 
 3. Sexual behavior and attitudes. 

 
 4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior. 

 
 5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family 

relationships. 
 

 6. Legally recognized and privileged and analogous relationships, such as those of 
lawyers, physicians, and ministers. 

 
 7. Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation 

in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program). 
 

2. Guidelines  
 Pol. 105.2 
 
 

Therefore, in any covered program where psychological or psychiatric examination, 
testing, or treatment as described above is planned for students, the prior written 
consent of the student, if an adult or emancipated minor, or the prior written consent 
of the parent if the student is a minor, must be obtained. 
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 Pol. 105.2 
 

In any covered program all instructional materials, including teaching manuals, 
films, tapes or other  supplementary instructional material to be used in conjunction 
with any research or experimentation program or project shall be made available for 
inspection by the parents or guardians of the children engaged in such a program or 
project. 
 

  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


